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History of French

For the period up to around 1300, some linguists refer to the oil languages collectively as Old French
(ancien francais). The earliest extant text in French is the Oaths of Strasbourg from 842; Old French
became a literary language with the chansons de geste that told tales of the paladins of Charlemagne and
the heroes of the Crusades.

By the Ordinance of Villers-Cotteréts in 1539 King Francis | made French the official language of
administration and court proceedings in France, ousting the Latin that had been used before then. With
the imposition of a standardised chancery dialect and the loss of the declension system, the dialect is
referred to as Middle French (moyen frangais). The first grammatical description of French, the Tretté de
la Grammaire francaise by Louis Maigret, was published in 1550. Many of the 700 words of modern
French that originate from Italian were introduced in this period, including several denoting artistic
concepts (scenario, piano), luxury items, and food.

Following a period of unification, regulation and purification, the French of the 17th to the 18th
centuries is sometimes referred to as Classical French (francais classique), athough'many linguists
simply refer to French language from the 17th century to today as Modern French (francais moderne).

The foundation of the Académie francaise (French Academy) in 1634 by Cardinal Richelieu created an
official body whose goal has been the purification and preservation of the French language. This group

of 40 membersis known as the Immortals, not, as some erroneously believe, because they are chosento
serve for the extent of their lives (which they are), but because of the inscription engraved on the official .
seal given to themiby their founder Richelieu—"A limmortalité" (“to the immortdlity (of the Fren
language)"). The foundation still exists and contri S to the policing of the language and the adgpm
of foreign words and expressions. Some recent modifications include the changé from software to

logiciel, packet-boat to paguebot, and riding-coat to redingote. The word ordinateur for computer was
however not created by the Académie,%ut by alinguist appointed by IBM (see fr:ordinateur).

iy

From the 17th to the 19th centuries, France was the leading power of Europe; thanksto this, together
with the influence of the Enlightenment, French was the lingua franca of educated Europe, especialy
with regards to the arts, literature, and diplomacy; monarchs like Frederick Il of Prussia and Catherine
the Great of Russia could both speak and write in French. )
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During the 17th and 18th centuries, the French'language established itself permanently in the Americas.
There is an academic debate about how fluent in French were the colonists of New France. Whilea
minority of colonists (mostly women) were from the region of Paris (approximately 20% of all
colonists), most of them came from northern and western regions of France where French was not the
primary language natively spoken by its inhabitants. It Isnot clearly known, however, how many among
those coloni stsunderstood French as a second Ianguage and how many among them — who, in
overwhelming maj ority, natively spoke an oil language — could understand, and be understood by, those
who speak French tkmnksto‘nt@mgwstlc similarity. In any case, allngwstlc unification of al the
groups coming from France happened (either in France, on the ships, or in "Canada") such that,
according to many sources, the then " Canadiens' were all speaking French natively by the end of th‘!
17th century, well before the unification was complete in France. Today, French isthe Ianguage of about
10 million people (not counting French-based creoles) in the Americas. d '

Through the Académie, public education, centuries of official control and the role of media, a'urﬂ
official French language has been forged, but there remains a great deal of diversity today intermsof

regional accents and words. For some critics, the "best" pronunciation of the French language is 6" , T '

considered to be the one used in Touraine (around Tours and the Loire River valley), but such valu
Judgments are fraught with problems, and with the ever increasing |oss of lifelong attachmentsto a
specific region and the growing impert he natlonal media, the future of specific "regional”
accentsis often difficult to predict. Themw state, which appeared after the 1789 French
Revolution and Napoleon's empire, un|f| pepple in particular through the consolidation of
the use of the French language. Hence, according to historian Eri Hobsba‘vm *the French language has
been essential to the concept of 'France, althoughin 1789 50% of the French people didn't speak it at all,
and only 12 to 13% spoke it 'fairly’ - in fact, even in oil language zones, out of a central region, it wasn't
usually spoken except in cities, and, even there, not always in the faubourgs. In the North as in the South
of France, almost nobody spoke French." Hobsbawm highlighted therole of conscription, invented by
Napoleon, and of the 1880s public instruction |aws, which allowed to mix the various groups of France
into a nationalist mold which created the French citizen and his consci ousness of memlOerSth toa
common nation, while the various "patois' were progressively eradicated. . ‘S
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the affordabl e self-study audio course using the Berlitz conversational approach lauded by millions. For
years the way to learn alanguage was through repetition and grammar drills - but current research shows
that people learn best and retain more when engaged in meaningful real-life conversations. Berlitz B
more information.....
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greetings. Teach Y our Baby French hel ps stimulate a baby's neural pathways build vocabulary and
develop innate grammar understanding - in more than one language! Children learn multiple languages
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Learn in Your Car French Level 1 The co?npl ete Course - Freneh Level 12 and 3isavailable click ﬁre

Other Learn French Audio Book CDs Click here Learnin Y our Car French - 3 Audio CDs: Brand

New : 3 Audio CDs plusafull Text Listening Guide The Learn in Your Car French is the stem

ever designed to teach a language in your car...or anywhere...without a textbook. Simple and ive

you can learn to converse in another language while driving walking or doing tasks around the h |

Each course is organized the way you learn best - by learning words and phrases - and building t ?;.
!

into sentences and clear conversations. Arrange hotel accommodations order in restaurants change
more details..... " .

} 1
French is a Romance language originally in*}z‘anee,"Bel gium, L uxgnbourg-, and Switzerland, and
today by about 350 million people around the world a§eii[hgr a n‘ivelor a second language, with

significant populations in 54 countries. .

About the French L anguage L

Frepch Is a descendant of the Latin of the Roman Empire, as are languages such as Spanish, Italian,
Catalan, Romanian, and Portuguese. Its development was also infl uenced by the native Celtic languages
of Roman Gaul ‘and by the Germanic language of the post-Roman Frankish'invaders. ﬂ

' ¥ i i
It isan official language in 31 countries, most of which form what is called in FrenchiL Francophonie,
the community of French-speaking nations. It is an official language of all United Nations agencies and .

alarge number of international organisations.
]

Per the Constitution of Francg, French has been the official language since 1992 8] (although previous
legal texts have made it official since 1539, see ordinance of Villers-Cotteréts). France mandates the use
of French in official government publications, public education outside of specific cases (though these
dispositions are often ignored) and legal contracts; advertisements must bear atranslation of foreign
words. . > :
¥ ti .-

In adblition'te_" chrjtheréare also a variety of régional languages. France hass gned-the European
Charter for Regional Languaqsbut has not ratified it since that would go against the, 1958 Constitution. -
| - i i b P
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The mgjority of French Wordsiier,lve-frionf\r/ ulgar Latin or were constructed from L atin or G‘r'@ roofts. .
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There arg!gftm_gajjs of words, one form :)e‘l‘ ng populér (noun) and the other onesavant (adj W) both
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The last example, Sai nt-tienne/Stéphanoi s, illustrates ommon practice for gentilics throughout France.

In some examples there is acommon word from "vulgar" Latin and a more savant word from classical
Latin or even Greek.

* Cheva—Concours équestre—Hippodrome

The French words which have devel oped from Latin are usually less recognisable than Italian words of
Latin origin because as French developed into a separate language from Vulgar Latin, the unstressed

nal svilable of man ords was dropped or elided into the following word
e a2 - = ——— e = - o i | ——
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