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History of French 

For the period up to around 1300, some linguists refer to the oïl languages collectively as Old French 
(ancien français). The earliest extant text in French is the Oaths of Strasbourg from 842; Old French 
became a literary language with the chansons de geste that told tales of the paladins of Charlemagne and 
the heroes of the Crusades.

By the Ordinance of Villers-Cotterêts in 1539 King Francis I made French the official language of 
administration and court proceedings in France, ousting the Latin that had been used before then. With 
the imposition of a standardised chancery dialect and the loss of the declension system, the dialect is 
referred to as Middle French (moyen français). The first grammatical description of French, the Tretté de 
la Grammaire française by Louis Maigret, was published in 1550. Many of the 700 words of modern 
French that originate from Italian were introduced in this period, including several denoting artistic 
concepts (scenario, piano), luxury items, and food.

Following a period of unification, regulation and purification, the French of the 17th to the 18th 
centuries is sometimes referred to as Classical French (français classique), although many linguists 
simply refer to French language from the 17th century to today as Modern French (français moderne).

The foundation of the Académie française (French Academy) in 1634 by Cardinal Richelieu created an 
official body whose goal has been the purification and preservation of the French language. This group 
of 40 members is known as the Immortals, not, as some erroneously believe, because they are chosen to 
serve for the extent of their lives (which they are), but because of the inscription engraved on the official 
seal given to them by their founder Richelieu—"À l'immortalité" ("to the Immortality (of the French 
language)"). The foundation still exists and contributes to the policing of the language and the adaptation 
of foreign words and expressions. Some recent modifications include the change from software to 
logiciel, packet-boat to paquebot, and riding-coat to redingote. The word ordinateur for computer was 
however not created by the Académie, but by a linguist appointed by IBM (see fr:ordinateur).

From the 17th to the 19th centuries, France was the leading power of Europe; thanks to this, together 
with the influence of the Enlightenment, French was the lingua franca of educated Europe, especially 
with regards to the arts, literature, and diplomacy; monarchs like Frederick II of Prussia and Catherine 
the Great of Russia could both speak and write in French.
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During the 17th and 18th centuries, the French language established itself permanently in the Americas. 
There is an academic debate about how fluent in French were the colonists of New France. While a 
minority of colonists (mostly women) were from the region of Paris (approximately 20% of all 
colonists), most of them came from northern and western regions of France where French was not the 
primary language natively spoken by its inhabitants. It is not clearly known, however, how many among 
those colonists understood French as a second language, and how many among them – who, in 
overwhelming majority, natively spoke an oïl language – could understand, and be understood by, those 
who speak French thanks to interlinguistic similarity. In any case, a linguistic unification of all the 
groups coming from France happened (either in France, on the ships, or in "Canada") such that, 
according to many sources, the then "Canadiens" were all speaking French natively by the end of the 
17th century, well before the unification was complete in France. Today, French is the language of about 
10 million people (not counting French-based creoles) in the Americas.

Through the Académie, public education, centuries of official control and the role of media, a unified 
official French language has been forged, but there remains a great deal of diversity today in terms of 
regional accents and words. For some critics, the "best" pronunciation of the French language is 
considered to be the one used in Touraine (around Tours and the Loire River valley), but such value 
judgments are fraught with problems, and with the ever increasing loss of lifelong attachments to a 
specific region and the growing importance of the national media, the future of specific "regional" 
accents is often difficult to predict. The French nation-state, which appeared after the 1789 French 
Revolution and Napoleon's empire, unified the French people in particular through the consolidation of 
the use of the French language. Hence, according to historian Eric Hobsbawm, "the French language has 
been essential to the concept of 'France', although in 1789 50% of the French people didn't speak it at all, 
and only 12 to 13% spoke it 'fairly' - in fact, even in oïl language zones, out of a central region, it wasn't 
usually spoken except in cities, and, even there, not always in the faubourgs. In the North as in the South 
of France, almost nobody spoke French." Hobsbawm highlighted the role of conscription, invented by 
Napoleon, and of the 1880s public instruction laws, which allowed to mix the various groups of France 
into a nationalist mold which created the French citizen and his consciousness of membership to a 
common nation, while the various "patois" were progressively eradicated. 
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Berlitz Basic French 136 page fully illustrated course book and 6 Audio CDs Other Learn to Speak 
French Audio click here Berlitz Basic French - Course Book and 6 Audio CDs Brand New : 6 CDs * 
Audio CDs that play on Car/Home/Portable CD Player * Compatble with iPOD and mp3 devices * Go 
online for free additional materials Learning French is now made even simpler with Berlitz Basic French 
the affordable self-study audio course using the Berlitz conversational approach lauded by millions. For 
years the way to learn a language was through repetition and grammar drills - but current research shows 
that people learn best and retain more when engaged in meaningful real-life conversations. Berlitz B 
more information.....
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Drive Time French Learn French while you Drive Reference Guide and 4 CDs Get Other French 
Language Learning click here Drive Time French - Reference Guide and 4 Audio CDs - Learn to speak 
French Brand New (still shrink wrapped): Reference Guide and 4 CDs Now anyone can learn a foreign 
language while commuting to work running errands or even taking a trip with the family. The new all-
audio Drive Time series starts with an ingenious "On-Ramp" CD that eases language learners into 
French with simple practical expressions and engaging warm-up exercises. Three additional CDs contain 
18 lessons that cover all of the essentials-vocabulary pronunciation grammar and basic conversation. 
Drive Time also more information.....
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French for Children Activity Book CDs and Parents CD Other Learn to Speak French Audio click here 
French for Children Activity Book 2 Program Audio CDs 1 Parents Audio CD Brand New Includes A 
Full Color Activity Book (80 pages)- A complete Language Course A wide range of Activities Games 
French-language songs the cartoon adventures of Superchat Stimulating Program CDs - Numerous -
activities drawn from the activity book additional activities created especially for the CD the songs for 
all the units each exciting episode of Superchat. Parents/Instructors CD - Tips for helping children get 
the most out of the program Additional games and activities All the program songs collected together 
the a find out more.....
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French for Dummies 3 Audio CDs Book Get Other French Audio Language Learning click here French 
for Dummies - 3 Audio CDs and Book The fun and easy way to communicate effectively in a new 
language! Want to speak French? Don't have a lot of time? This practical audio set is designed to help 
you learn quickly and easily at home or on the road. From basic greetings and expressions to grammar 
and conversations you'll grasp the essentials and start communicating right away! Plus you can follow 
along with the handy 96-page portable guide — filled with the words and phrases you'll hear on the CDs 
as well as a mini dictionary. Skip around and learn at your own pace CD 1: Get started with basic find 
out more.....
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French Verbs 101 Keep your vocabulary on the cutting edge Get Other French Language Learning click 
here French Verbs 101 - 36 page listening guide and 4 Audio CDs Brand New (still shrink wrapped) 
Learn in Your Car Verbs 101 CDs - French Pack contains 4 audio CDs and a 36-page listening guide. 
No sentence is complete without that one essential part: the VERB! An excellent beginner to 
intermediate student's verb guide that: demystifies verb conjugations; features an interactive audio 
format; organises verbs into patterns to simplify learning and recall; focuses on learning just the key 
verbs must used in everyday conversation. Learn in Your Car Verbs 101 presents 101 most used verbs in 
all con find out more.....
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Instant Immersion French 8 Audio CDs - play in your car - portable CD player - or at home - (they are 
not computer software) Get Other French Language Learning click here Instant Immersion French 8 
Audio CDs - Learn to speak French Brand New : 8 CDs From Provence to Paris now you can join the 
conversation with Instant Immersion French the dynamic audio language learning system on 8 compact 
discs. Providing effective progressive instruction in all the basics of structure syntax and grammar 
Instant Immersion French for Travelers emphasizes the building blocks of proper speech and 
conversational skill-building all set to a lively lesson plan of practical French vocabulary. Not a phrase 
book not find out more.....
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Learn in Your Car French - The Complete Language Course 9 Hours of Audio - Level I II and III Get 
Other French Language Learning click here Learn in Your Car - French - The Complete Language 
Course - 9 Audio CDs Brand New : 9 Audio CDs - plus three listening guides plus zippered carry case 
plus bonus DVD This exciting new edition includes a 60-minute Travelogue DVD of the relevant 
destination countries for each language. This added feature will enrich the learning experience and add 
that extra stimulus to motivate users with their studies. New material in this second edition includes a 
variety of internet and digital media/technology terms. It features: nine 60-minute CDs; full text listenin 
more here.....
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Pimsleur Basic French Totally Audio - only 30 minutes a day 5 CDs Brand New - Latest Pimsleur 
Release Get Other French Language Learning click here Pimsleur Basic French 5 Audio CDs - Learn to 
speak French Brand New : . 5 CDs The Pimsleur Method provides the most effective language-learning 
program ever developed. The Pimsleur Method gives you quick command of French structure without 
tedious drills. Learning to speak French can actually be enjoyable and rewarding. The key reason most 
people struggle with new languages is that they aren't given proper instruction only bits and pieces of a 
language. Other language programs sell only pieces — dictionaries; grammar books and instructions; 
more here.....
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Pimsleur Conversational French - Audio CD 8CDs 16 Lessons Audio CDs play on Car/Portable/Home 
CD player Other French Audio Language Learning click here Other Pimsleur Audio click here Pimsleur 
Conversational French - Audio CD - Learn to Speak French Brand New : 8 CDs HEAR IT LEARN IT 
SPEAK IT The Pimsleur Method provides the most effective language-learning program ever 
developed. The Pimsleur Method gives you quick command of French structure without tedious drills. 
Learning to speak Italian can actually be enjoyable and rewarding. The key reason most people struggle 
with new languages is that they aren't given proper instruction only bits and pieces of a language. Other 
language programs s find out more.....

Baby Your

 

 
Teach Your Baby French Audio CD and teaching guide Get Other French Language Learning click here 
Teach your Baby French - Audio CD and Teaching Guide Brand New : . 1 CD Teach Your Baby French 
helps your child learn more than one language during the crucial window of opportunity: The first three 
years of life! Teaching counting colours body parts animals clothes and more Teach Your Baby French 
focuses on concepts and objects which infants can comprehend instead of abstractions like time or social 
greetings. Teach Your Baby French helps stimulate a baby's neural pathways build vocabulary and 
develop innate grammar understanding - in more than one language! Children learn multiple languages 
mor more information.....
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Teach Yourself Beginners French Cover all the Basics Get Other French Language Learning click here 
Teach Yourself Beginners French Book and 2 Audio CDs Brand New - 2CDs and Book cover all the 
basics go at a steady pace build your confidence to speak Teach Yourself Beginner’s French is the right 
course for you if you really want to learn French but are daunted by the prospect of complicated 
grammar classes and coursebooks. This book starts right from the beginning and explains everything in 
simple English. There are hints throughout to make learning easy and you can learn at your own pace 
with plenty of practice of each new point. It is a friendly introduction to the language which will more 
details.....

Book NEW and 2 Graham

 

 
Teach Yourself French By Gaelle Graham Get Other French Language Learning click here Teach 
Yourself French - 2 Audio CDs and Book Brand New (still shrinked wrapped): . Book and 2 CDs learn 
to speak understand and write french progress quickly beyond the basics explore the language in depth 
Teach Yourself French is the course for anyone who wants to progress quickly from the basics to 
understanding speaking and writing French with confidence. Key structures and vocabulary are 
introduced in 25 thematic units progressing from introducing yourself and dealing with everyday 
situations to looking for work and buying a house in France. The new edition retains the tried-and-tested 
structure of the l find out more.....
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Teach Yourself Instant French By Elisabeth Smith 35 Minutes a Day - in Six Weeks you will speak 
French Get Other French Language Learning click here Teach Yourself Instant French Book and 2 
Audio CDs Brand New Book and 2CDs 35 minutes a day in 6 weeks you'll speak french! Teach 
Yourself Instant French is the book for you if you want to speak basic French immediately or if you 
have tried other courses without success. The carefully structured method targets only the most 
important vocabulary and grammar and gets you speaking straight away. The special learning 
programme takes only 35 minutes a day for six weeks and has fewer than 400 words for you to learn. 
The grammar is explained in a no-no find out more.....
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15 Minute French DK Eyewitness Guide by Caroline Lemoine A complete course with Book and 2 60 
minute CD's Get Other French Language Learning click here 15 Minute French Book and 2 Audio CDs 
- Learn French in 15 minutes a day Brand New Book and 2CDs Parlez-vous Francais in just 15 minutes! 
What can you do in fifteen minutes?...Wait in a supermarket queue? Flick through the latest celebrity 
magazine? Now with this revolutionary new system for learning a language you can learn French in just 
15 minutes a day and speak and understand the language with confidence. This unique visual approach 
makes learning quick easy and fun. No homework no writing no fuss. Practice just 4 times a week for 3 
mont extra info.....
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Berlitz French Deluxe Language Pack 12 Audio CDs 2 illustrated Course Books and more... Get Other 
French Audio Language learning Audio click here Berlitz Deluxe French Language Pack 12 Audio Cds 
and 2 Books and more - Learn to Speak French Brand New : 12 Audio CDs and 2 Books 100 Quiz cards 
Bilingual dictionary - Online learners guide The Berlitz Deluxe Language Pack French provides 
everything you need to take you from a complete beginner to intermediate level. The course contains 
two fully-illustrated course books New Basic and Intermediate to encourage reading and writing skills; 
12 audio CDs featuring native speakers to encourage listening abilities; and a pocket-size bilingual 
dictionary more details.....

CD Berlitz Pack

 

 
Berlitz French Travel Pack 224 page phrase book and Audio CD Get Other French Audio Language 
learning Audio click here Berlitz French Travel Pack 1 Audio Cd and Phrase Books - Learn to Speak 
French Brand New 1 Audio CD 224 page Phrase Book This travel pack offers a fast and effective way 
for travellers to learn basic words and phrases. Based on the Berlitz listen-and-repeat approach the CD 
features more than 300 essential expressions while the book contains more than 1200 words and phrases. 
* 1 200 words and phrases * sections color-coded by topic * easy-to-understand pronunciation * 
dictionary * menu reader * emergency expressions * CD includes more than 300 useful words and 
expressions * l extra info.....
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Learn in Your Car French Level 1 The complete Course - French Level 1 2 and 3 is available click here 
Other Learn French Audio Book CDs Click here Learn in Your Car French - 3 Audio CDs : Brand 
New : 3 Audio CDs plus a full Text Listening Guide The Learn in Your Car French is the first system 
ever designed to teach a language in your car...or anywhere...without a textbook. Simple and effective 
you can learn to converse in another language while driving walking or doing tasks around the house. 
Each course is organized the way you learn best - by learning words and phrases - and building these 
into sentences and clear conversations. Arrange hotel accommodations order in restaurants change mon 
more details.....

About the French Language 

French is a Romance language originally spoken in France, Belgium, Luxembourg, and Switzerland, and 
today by about 350 million people around the world as either a native or a second language, with 
significant populations in 54 countries.

French is a descendant of the Latin of the Roman Empire, as are languages such as Spanish, Italian, 
Catalan, Romanian, and Portuguese. Its development was also influenced by the native Celtic languages 
of Roman Gaul and by the Germanic language of the post-Roman Frankish invaders.

It is an official language in 31 countries, most of which form what is called in French La Francophonie, 
the community of French-speaking nations. It is an official language of all United Nations agencies and 
a large number of international organisations.

Per the Constitution of France, French has been the official language since 1992[8] (although previous 
legal texts have made it official since 1539, see ordinance of Villers-Cotterêts). France mandates the use 
of French in official government publications, public education outside of specific cases (though these 
dispositions are often ignored) and legal contracts; advertisements must bear a translation of foreign 
words.

In addition to French, there are also a variety of regional languages. France has signed the European 
Charter for Regional Languages but has not ratified it since that would go against the 1958 Constitution.

The majority of French words derive from Vulgar Latin or were constructed from Latin or Greek roots. 
There are often pairs of words, one form being popular (noun) and the other one savant (adjective), both 
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originating from Latin. Example:

* brother: frère / fraternel < from Latin FRATER 
* finger: doigt / digital < from Latin DIGITVS 
* faith: foi / fidèle < from Latin FIDES 
* cold: froid / frigide < from Latin FRIGIDVS 
* eye: œil / oculaire < from Latin OCVLVS 
* inhabitants of the city Saint-Étienne are called Stéphanois

The last example, Saint-Étienne/Stéphanois, illustrates common practice for gentilics throughout France.

In some examples there is a common word from "vulgar" Latin and a more savant word from classical 
Latin or even Greek.

* Cheval—Concours équestre—Hippodrome

The French words which have developed from Latin are usually less recognisable than Italian words of 
Latin origin because as French developed into a separate language from Vulgar Latin, the unstressed 
final syllable of many words was dropped or elided into the following word.

It is estimated that 12% (4,200) of common French words found in a typical dictionary such as the Petit 
Larousse or Micro-Robert Plus (35,000 words) are of foreign origin. About 25% (1,054) of these foreign 
words come from English and are fairly recent borrowings. The others are some 707 words from Italian, 
550 from ancient Germanic languages, 481 from ancient Gallo-Romance languages, 215 from Arabic, 
164 from German, 160 from Celtic languages, 159 from Spanish, 153 from Dutch, 112 from Persian and 
Sanskrit, 101 from Native American languages, 89 from other Asian languages, 56 from Afro-Asiatic 
languages, 55 from Slavic languages and Baltic languages, 10 for Basque and 144 — about three percent 
— from other languages.
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